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roves Allen's unique’ and. satirical view of the 


“Madness of our tiracs js hi 


laviously evoked in “Bananas,” 


his new comedy which opened yesterday at the Bridvc, 
Cay y J g 


The filhn is not without 
Allen’s loose, disjointed sty 


flaws, paramount among them ~~ 


aie which turns the outrageous 


Hwmoer into a series of one- nets that would better suit 


his nightclub act, 
The fibn opens with Pow- 
avd Cosell and the staff of 
ABC’s “Wide World of 
Sports” avidly covering the 
“Assassination of the 
Week” which transpires on 
schedule with the death of 
the president of a fictional 
Latin American republic 
called San Marcos, 
Allen, adimid Manhattan 
products tester, is urged to 
support the cause of a Cas- 
bro ~ like rebel leader by 
his militant girl friend, 
Louise Lasser. And when 
she breaks up with him for 
his cowardice and disinter- 
est in oe he takes 
a plane for’ San Marcos 
where he accidentally, and 
improl nably becomes dicta: - 
‘tor. : 

Some of Allen’s sight 
gags and inmost of his ver- 
bal patter are the kind of 
inspired lunacy that defies . 
‘description. He takes off in : 
wildly amusing style on a} 
Variety of targets, includ- | 
‘jing J. Edgar Haover, the | 
C)A, the Cuban Revolution, 
“psy “chiatr y and Jewish 
~ mothers 

Allen “ defily crcates a 
climate of contemporary 
insanity that always: sur- 
rounds his own inept “Ty- 
eryman’”’ character. A 
Manhattan newspaper 
headline sereams “New 
“York Rifle Council De- 
eclares Death a Good 
Thing.” . 


Allen, now @ San Marcos 


“pe sal for foreign aid anc he- 
comes a hero to Miss Las- 
ser, who agrees to marry 
hiro, 

1 A fina} tasteless SCONE, in 


{ which Allen and Miss Liss- 
ser consiunmate thelr mur- 
riage on TV while Co-cit 
describes the event for 
“Wide World of Sports.’ 
nearly destroys the film's 
overall flavor of delicious 
eccentricity ; 


! 


But for the most part, Al- 
len’s comedic. genius 
_ Stands hint in geod stead. 
If the rnovie lacks continul- 
ty and cohesion, its re- 
wards in terms of side - 
splitting moments are 
more than generoits. 


Jn Miss Lasser, Alleu hes 
a perfeet foil for his own 
shy. inept. buibling per- - 
sonality. She is fresh and 
saucy with a fine sure . 
touch for farce, 


Carlos Montalban is also 
properly arrogant and 
pompous as a Latin <cener- 
al who tries to set Allen up 
for the kill. 


"frecdom fighter,” comes . - 
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